Introduction
Dissolution testing of solid oral dosage forms plays an important part in:
(1) The development of new products, especially for optimizing the bioavailability of a drug substance. (2) [1] and modifed by Poole [2] . This test is an essential item in almost all pharmacopoeias. Data for registration at the CTA (Clinical Trial Application) and NDA (New Drug Application) stage must be included in the submitted documentation.
As the manual procedure ofdissolution testing is expensive and time-consuming, researchers began proposing ways of automating the sampling and determination of the dissolved drug soon after the introduction of dissolution testing [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] . Sampling [10] [11] [12] . These (4) . Permanently connected to part (4) is the guide bush (6) and (8) containing the freely movable Teflon plug (2) and steel spring (7) . Also mounted on part (4) is the olive (5) as connector branch for a drain tube. The stirrer consists of the paddle (11) which is welded to the metal tube (10) . The paddle shaft (9) is connected to the channels (12) in the paddle. Figure 2 also shows the upper end of the paddle shaft (9) and (10), which projects above the drive unit housing of the drug release apparatus (18). The metal housing (16) encases the paddle shaft and is fixed with the lock nut (17) and the paired seal rings (15) , the upper shaft seal ring being connected to the screw fitting (14) . The connecting branch (13) for water and compressed air supply is joined directly to the screw fitting (14) . All the individual data recorded were within the specified requirements. The reproducibility of the groups of investigated products exhibited similar coefficients of variation as the content uniformity of the corresponding products. It can therefore be concluded that the entire system operates reproducibly. The positive general impression obtained for the AUTO DISS apparatus allows the conclusion that the system is extremely reliable and therefore suitable for use in the development and quality-control areas.
Discussion
Manual testing of active ingredient release from oral dosage forms using the paddle method is the most time- 
